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SUBJECT:    "Bah,  Black  Sheep!"    Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

-0O0- 

A  few  centuries  back,  the  homemaker  who  wanted  to  know  her  chances  on  a  new 
wool  dress  might  get  a  fairly  satisfactory  answer  by  simply  asking  the  black  sheep, 
"I  say,  ole  fruit,  have  you  any  wool?"    But  times  have  changed.    And  the  only  con- 
nection a  sheep  has  with  a  wool  dress  nowadays  is  being  sheered.    Whether  or  not  we 
get  the  dress  depends  on  what's  made  from  the  wool... and  who  gets  the  finished 
product. 

The  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  in  the  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture tells  us  that  while  each  homemaker  may  not  find  the  dress  she  wants,  her 
chances  of  finding  more  moderately  priced  wool  clothing  during  the  later  part  of 
this  year  and  early  in  19^-6  look  somewhat  brighter. 

About  the  same  yardage  of  wool  fabrics  have  been  woven  every  year  of  the  war. 

But  military  needs  change  from  time  to  time... and  there  hangs  the  story  of  changing 

civilian  supplies.    So  far  this  year,  civilians  have  received  less  wool  goods  than 

last  year.    However,  because  the  Army  has  cancelled  some  of  it's  contracts; . .and 

extended  others  for  the  last  three  months  of  the  year. . .civilians  are  in  line  for 

more  wool  then.    Perhaps  in  the  last  quarter  of  this  year  we  will  get  as  much  as 

in  the  last  quarter  of  19kk, 

Last  year,  the  production  of  wool  fabric  for  women's  and  children's  apparel 
*  ran  about  60  percent  higher  than  it  averaged  in  pre-war  years.,. and  during  the 
first  quarter  of  this  year,  it  stayed  well  above  pre-war  levels. 

That's  why  it  looks  now  like  the  homemaker  should  soon  be  able  to  get  her  wool 
dress  with  little  or  no  difficulty.  The  moderate  price  comes  in  as  a  result  of  low 
and  medium  priced  clothing  programs  of  the  WPB  and  OPA.  These  are  in  effect  now... 
and  we  should  feel  their  results  by  the  end  of  this  year. 
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